room to explore




Clockwise from top left:
From New York's Kips Bay
Decorator Show House

in 2007 the founge that
helped spork interest

in a reality show about
Amy Lau Design, The firm's
principol. A velvet-covered
sofo, ikat pillows, and
flokati rug sold under the
Nate Berkus nome on the
cable network HSN. The
principal of Nate Berkus
Associates.

Opposite, clockwise from
left: The guest room that
Ondine Karady, principal

of her namesake firm,
designed for o chollenge
on the second season of

Bravo's Top Design. Karady
with her chow, Little Bear.
Joyne and Joan Michoels

of 2Michaels. Their Idea
House girl’s bedroom's
custom bed, inspired by
Itolian 1960 design,




“mattersofdesign

-

credit from her sister for having an innate sense of
what looks good on TV, and the experience has made
her off-camera work bolder. Producers particularly
prodded the twins to use stronger colors in their

TV rooms. "Just because it pops in person does not
mean it will pop on television.” James warns, The
camera-ready citrus orange that 2Michaels chose for
a child’s bedroom at the |dea House in Bridgehamp-
ton, New York, last summer was incontrovertible
evidence of a lesson learned well.

Following my friend Amy Lau's 2007 debut at the
Kips Bay Decorator Show House in New York, Bravo
asked her to star in a reality series about day-to-day
life at Amy Lau Design. Guessing the price of that
sort of fame, many of us urged caution. Although
Lau still thinks about a television career, she shocked
network executives with her decision. They said that
no one else had ever walked away, —Craig Kellogg




